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Eighty albino rats were divided into equal groups. The first
rats group was injected with diclofenac sodium daily with a
dose of 1.35 mg/rat/day. The rats of the second group were
injected with diclofenac sodium twice weekly with a dose of
1.35 mg/rat/dose. Two control groups matched the injected
group. Samples of blood and organs were collected from the
injected rats every one and two weeks for eight weeks. The
blood indices showed normocytic normochromic anemia and
leucopenia. There was hepatocellular damage manifested by
increase in AST, ALT, total, direct and indirect bilirubin was
increased in all groups as well as hypoproteinemia,
hypoalbuminemia and hypoglobulinemia. Microscopically, the
hepatic lesions summarized were either focal or diffuse
coagulative necrosis, the intensity of liver lesions increased
with the period of administration. There was also renal
damage manifested by the increase in creatinine and urea.
Tubular nephrosis, focal hemorrhages and focal interstitial
nephritis confirmed the results of cilinico-biochemical
studies. The intestine showed catarrhal enteritis.



