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KIM STERELNY Maynard Smith and Szathmary argue that social existence,

“AWKINS too, has evolutionary preconditions. Until these are met, a

vs.GOULD

Survival of the Fittest

wall remains to the right. So, where Gould sees unchanging
boundaries set by physics and chemistry, Maynard Smith,
Szathmary and Dawkins see evolution as transforming
these boundaries irreversibly. The eukaryotic cell, sexual
reproduction and cellular differentiation all changes the
nature of evolutionary possibility. These possibilities have
PP changed over time in a direction that increases the

by K. Sterelny maximum attainable complexity.
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Maynard Smith and Szathmary argue that social existence, too, has
evolutionary preconditions. Until these are met, a wall remains to the right. So,
where Gould sees unchanging boundaries set by physics and chemistry,
Maynard Smith, Szathmary and Dawkins see evolution as transforming these
boundaries irreversibly. The eukaryotic cell, sexual reproduction and cellular
differentiation all changes the nature of evolutionary possibility. These
possibilities have changed over time in a direction that increases the

maximum attainable complexity.
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